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(57) Abstract 

An expandable well screen for preventing migration of sand or other solid particles into a hydrocarbon fluid production well comprises 
a number of filter sheets (3) with circumferential slots (6), which sheets (3) are secured in an iris-shaped configuration and co-axial to an 
expandable slotted carrier tube (I) such mat as result of expansion of the tube (I) the amount of overlap between adjacent filter sheets (3) 
is reduced. The circumferential slot pattern of the slots (6) enables the filter sheets (3) to slide easily relative to each other and to avoid 
buckling and/or tearing of the filter sheets during the expansion process. 
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EXPANDABLE WELL SCREEN 



The invention relates to an expandable well screen 
for preventing migration of solid particles into a 
hydrocarbon fluid production well. 

More particularly, the invention relates to an 
5 expandable well screen which comprises a number of filter 

sheets which are secured in an iris-shaped configuration 
and co-axial to an expandable slotted carrier tube such 
that as a result of expansion of the tube the amount of 
overlap between adjacent filter sheets is reduced. 
10 Such an expandable well screen is disclosed in 

applicant's co-pending international patent application 
PCT/EP96/04887. 

Figure 3 of this prior art reference discloses that 
the filter sheets consist of plates in which a series of 
15 circular perforations are present. The size of these 

perforations is chosen such that solid particles larger 
than the size of the hole are prevented from flowing into 
the well. 

A suitable expandable slotted carrier tube for use 
20 with the screen is disclosed in international patent 

application PCT/EP93/01460. 

It has been found that filter sheets which are 
secured to an expandable slotted carrier tube are 
deformed considerably during the process of expanding the 
25 carrier tube by moving an expansion mandrel therethrough. 

The carrier tube normally shortens during the expansion 
process as a result of opening of the axial slots towards 
a diamond shape. 

This may cause the filter sheets to buckle to 
accommodate the carrier tube shortening and friction 
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between the overlapping filter sheets and the carrier 
tube or tubes may cause the filter sheets to tear. 

An object of the present invention is to provide a 
well screen comprising an iris-shaped configuration of 
5 filter sheets which do not buckle and which slide easily 

relative to each other and relative to the carrier tube 
during the process of expanding the carrier tube. 

The well screen according to the invention thereto 
comprises filter sheets having slots which are oriented 
10 in a substantially circumferential orientation with 

respect to the carrier tube. 

When used in this specification the reference to a 
circumferential arrangement of slots means that the slots 
each are directed in a substantially tangential 
15 orientation with respect to the carrier tube and such the 

slots are oriented substantially transversal to the 
central axis and any axial slots of the carrier tube. 

Preferably the filter sheets consist of elongate 
strips with staggered rows of slots in a transversal 
20 direction with respect to a longitudinal axis of each 

strip. 

The pattern of slots is preferably such that 
alternate rows are displaced up to half a slot pitch in 
the transverse direction, the length of the slots is 

25 greater than half the transverse slot pitch, and the 

pattern of slots is continued through the longitudinal 
edges of the strips. 

It is also preferred that each strip is secured at 
regularly spaced points along its length to the 

30 expandable slotted carrier tube and that each strip is 

secured to the expandable slotted carrier tube at said 
points by either spot welding, brazing, soldering, 
gluing, riveting or screwing the strip to the tube at 
each of said points. 
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These and further aspects, features and advantages of- 
the well 3creen according to the present invention will 
become apparent from the accompanying claims, abstract 
and the following detailed description with reference to 
the drawings. 

In the drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a well-screen 
comprising an iris-shaped configuration of filter sheets 
according to the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the well 
screen of Fig, 1; 

Fig. 3 is a side view of the well screen of Fig. 1 
and 2 in which the protective surrounding tube has been 
omitted; and 

Fig. 4 and Fig. 4A, B, C and D show the original 
shape and deformation of the circumferential slots near a 
longitudinal edge of the filter sheets before, during and 
after the expansion process. 

Referring now to Fig. 1 there is shown an expandable 
slotted carrier tube 1 which is surrounded by a well 
screen 2 which comprises a series of filter sheets 3 
which are arranged in an iris-shaped configuration around 
the carrier tube 1. As shown in Fig. 2 and 3 the filter 
sheets 3 consist of elongate rectangular strips which are 
each, as shown in Fig. 1 secured to the carrier tube 1 at 
attachment points 4 located on or close to the 
longitudinal centreline of the filter sheet 3 by for 
example spot welding, brazing, soldering, gluing, 
riveting or screwing at regularly spaced points along the 
length of the carrier tube 1. The attachment points are 
located on the nodes between the ends of the slots of the 
carrier tube 1. 

The filter sheets 3 overlap each other in both axial 
and circumferential direction such that during and after 
the expansion process which is illustrated in Fig. 4 at 
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least some overlap remains between adjacent filter 
sheets 3. 

In Fig. 3 the protective surrounding tube 5 which is 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 has been omitted to show that the 
5 filter sheets 3 each comprise a series of staggered rows 

of circumferential slots 6 which are oriented in a 
substantially tangential direction with respect to the 
carrier tube 1 and substantially transversal to the axial 
slots 7 of the carrier tube 1 and to the central axis 8 

10 of the carrier tube 1. 

As shown in Fig. 4 the carrier tube 1 is expanded by 
an expansion cone 9 during the expansion process such 
that the axial slots 7 deform into a diamond shape. 

The expansion causes the carrier tube 1 to shorten 

15 and as illustrated in Figs. 4A-D the circumferential 

slots 6 at and near the longitudinal edges of the filter 
sheets 3 will initially open up to the diamond shape 
shown in Fig. 4B, then close to the X-shape shown in 
Fig. 4C and then partly re-open again to the key-hole 

20 shape shown in Fig. 4D. 

The illustrated sequential opening and closing of the 
circumferential slots 6 provides axial flexibility to the 
filter sheets 3 which prevents buckling or tearing of the 
fragile sheets 3 during expansion of the carrier tube 1. 

25 The circumferential slots 6 also allow the 

overlapping sheets 3 to slide easily relative to each 
other during the expansion process. 

It is observed that instead of arranging the filter 
sheets 3 in a longitudinal direction around the carrier 

30 tube 1 as illustrated in Fig. 3, the filter sheets 3 may 

also be arranged in a shallow helix around the carrier 
tube 1. In such case the helix angle should be selected 
small enough so that the deviation of the slots 6 from 
the tangential direction of the carrier tube 1 is less 

35 than 20 degrees. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An expandable well screen for preventing migration of 
solid particles into a hydrocarbon fluid production well, 
which screen comprises a number of filter sheets which 

5 are secured in an iris-shaped configuration and co-axial 

to an expandable slotted carrier tube such that as a 
result of expansion of the tube the amount of overlap 
between adjacent filter sheets is reduced, wherein the 
filter sheets comprise slots which are oriented in a 
10 substantially circumferential orientation with respect to 

the carrier tube. 

2. The well screen of claim 1, wherein the filter sheets 
consist of elongate strips with staggered rows of slots 
in a transversal direction with respect to a longitudinal 

15 axis of each strip. 

3. The well screen of claim 2, wherein the pattern of 
slots is such that alternate rows are displaced up to 
half a slot pitch in the transverse direction, the length 
of the slots is greater than half the transverse slot 

20 pitch, and the pattern of slots is continued through the 

longitudinal edges of the strips. 

4. The well screen of claim 3, wherein each strip is 
secured at regularly spaced attachment points along its 
length to the expandable slotted carrier tube. 

25 5. The well screen of claim 4, wherein each strip is 

secured to the expandable slotted carrier tube at said 
attachment points by either spot welding, brazing, 
soldering, gluing, riveting or screwing the strip to the 
tube at each of said points. 

30 6. The well screen of claim 5, wherein the regularly 

spaced attachment points are located on the nodes between 
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the ends of the slots of the expandable slotted carrier ** 
tube. 

7. The well screen of claim 6, wherein the longitudinal 
axis of each strip is substantially parallel to a central 
axis of the carrier tube both before and after expansion 
of the carrier tube. 



WO 98/49423 



1/2 



PCT/EP98/D15T7 




WO 98/49423 



2/2 



PCT/EP98/02577 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inter, jnel Application No 

PCT/EP 98/02577 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 6 E21B43/10 E21B43/08 



Acoording to International Patent CU*siflcafion<IPCi or to both national ctasatficatton mng IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 


Minimum documentation a* 


arcnod (cussfteatlon system followed by daaudcttton tynoom 




IPC 6 E21B 




Oocunwitetton eearchedot 


her Owi mnimumdocumnution lo the extent that such documents are nctuc 


led in the fields searched 1 



Electron* data base conauied during the rtf«f national oeorch (nam* ol oati base and. whers practical. search term* used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIOEREO TO BE RELEVANT 



Category - Citation of document. *Hh indication. where appropriate, ol tha rotevent passages 



Ralavant to cum No. 



A,P 



WO 97 17524 A (SHELL CANADA LTO ; SHELL INT 
RESEARCH (ND) 15 May 1997 
cited 1n the application 
see the whole document 

US 3 353 599 A (V.N. SWIFT) 21 November 
1967 

see column 4, line 70 - column 5, line 10 
see figure 5 

US 2 812 025 A (J.U. TEAGUE ET AL) 5 

November 1957 

see the whole document 



□ 



Partner documents art feted m the cofilinuaUon of box C. 



Patent lamiiy memoere ere listed «n annex. 



- Special catagorie* of clad documents : 

•A" document defining the general state of the art whJcn to not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
*E* earlier document but published on or after the international 

fifing date 

V document which may throw doubts on priority aaimfs) a* 
which ■ cited to establish the pubtteaoondate of another 
citation or other specie! reason (as specified) 

*0" document reierrtng to an oral dwetoeure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

•P" document putrfehed prior to the ttometioneJ Wing data but 
later than the prionty date claimed 



' later document published after the International filing data 
or priority data and not to conta ct wth the application but 
cited to understand the princtoki or theory unctortymg the 



"X* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot b e considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document la taken alone 

"Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step whan the 
document is comCtwd wi h one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skUad 
in the art 

"4" document member of the same patent family 



Dale of the actual completion of thetnlemetlonel search 

20 August 1998 



Date of meting of the tnternefional eearch rsport 

28/08/1998 



Name and meitng address of the ISA 

European Patent Office. P B. 561 fi Petenttean 2 
NL • 2260 HV RIJawt|k 
Tel. |«3i -70> 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo.nl. 
Pa*: |*31-70> 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Schouten, A 



Poms PCT/19A/21 0 (isootyj riwl| (July 1 992) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inter. **l Aopllc*fcn No 

PCT/EP 98/02577 



Patent document 
cited <n March report 



Publication 
date 



Patent fam*y 
members) 



Publication 
date 



WO 9717524 
US 3353599 



15-05-1997 



AU 



7568096 A 



29-05-1997 



21-11-1967 



NONE 



US 2812025 



05-11-1957 



NONE 



Form PCT.TSA/2 10 ( pa tor* 1 array tnMll (July 1 993) 



